Dear International Colleagues,

We are researching the current state of action research on writing, a form of applied or pedagogical research in which teacher-scholars research their own students, classrooms, pedagogical practices, curricula, or programs with the intention of using the results to improve student learning and/or educational quality. Publication of results can take multiple forms, including peer reviewed journals as well as curriculum guides or resources and grant reports. Since its beginnings in the 1940’s, action research has developed multiple strands across different institutional, disciplinary, cultural, and national contexts; its trajectories have varied widely in scope, visibility, and perceived legitimacy.  

We are interested in identifying the current sites and situations of action research on writing at the university or tertiary level in different international contexts: who undertakes action research into students’ writing, why, and for what purposes? We are also interested in understanding why action research is NOT employed or valued in specific intellectual and cultural contexts. We will be reporting on the findings for a conference on University Literacies in Lille, France (September 2010) and will be happy to post our findings to various public sites and lists.  This research has IRB approval from Fairfield University. 
If you are willing to participate in this survey, it would be very helpful to our study and most appreciated.  If you have questions about the survey, please feel free to contact any of the principal researchers listed below.  
Dr. Cinthia Gannett 
Fairfield University, 
Fairfield CT 06614

cinthiagannett@hotmail.com
Dr. John Brereton

Boston Athenaeum

jcbrereton@gmail.com
Dr. Mary Deane

Coventry University

Mary.deane@coventry.edu
Littéracies universitaires :
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August 2, 2010

Action Research Survey
Name:

_____  Please do not use my name with any quotes or comments.

 _____ You may use my name for specific quotes or comments.

Institution:
Country:
Department:

Position/Rank/Role or Title:

Years Teaching at University/Tertiary Level:
Research interests: 

        1) I have some familiarity with “action research,” pedagogic research, and/or teacher inquiry.  (Please go on to Q 4)
        2) I am unfamiliar with “action research”.

        3) I am unfamiliar with applied pedagogic or teacher inquiry more generally. 

Comment:

If your answer to #1 was no, please stop here.  Thank you!
______________________________________________________________________________
4) Check the name that such inquiry/ research activity is called in your national or institutional context. Check all that apply:

Pedagogic research

Teacher research/Teacher Inquiry/Practitioner Inquiry
Action research

Faculty or curriculum development (i.e., it’s not called research)

Participatory Action Research

Community-based participatory action research

Other:

Comment:
5) From your perspective, what are its essential or distinguishing features?
6) Is there an active tradition of applied pedagogic research in your country?
7) If so, is it centered primarily at the elementary, secondary or tertiary level? Check or underline that apply.
 Elementary
Secondary

 Tertiary

 Not sure

8) Is it sponsored by any professional organizations, such as the International SoTL (International Scholarship of Teaching and Learning) organization?  Are there any specific venues for publishing applied or action research? 
9) If there is a body of scholarly work about the theory and practice of action research or collections of action research projects, do you read or use them? 
BOOKS: (Example: Action Research in Practice: Partnerships for Social Justice in Education, Atweh, Kemmis, and Weeks, 1998 (Australia) or Inquiry as Stance: Practitioner Research for the Next Generation, Cochran-Smith and Lytle, 2009 (USA))  
JOURNALS (Example: Journal of Action Research):
10) Where and how does/might pedagogic inquiry or research happen in your institution? Who is engaged in such work (Individual faculty? Faculty Committees? Development Staff?)?
11) Do you have any personal experience with applied or action research? 

If so, could you briefly describe that work?

If you have published your action research in a scholarly publication, please list it below:

12) What do you see as the potential benefits of having teachers (individually or collaboratively) research their own students, classes, or programs? 
List:

13) What might be/ are the limitations, challenges, or obstacles to such research?

List:

14) The United States has complex laws governing the uses of students or any human subjects in any kind of research.  Are there laws or policies governing research on human subjects in your country which would govern action-research? Explain: 

15) What kinds of scholarly and institutional rewards are open to instructors who carry on such research?  Alternately, are there specific disincentives?

16) Final comments or questions?
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!!!!

PLEASE RETURN YOUR ELECTRONIC RESPONSE TO CINTHIA GANNETT:
cinthiagannett@hotmail.com.

